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The Year I packed

As winter was the time for youth hostelling, five of us, all members of the Middlesborough Co-op CC decided at the club, which owned its own Victorian four-story house, to go to York youth hostel, winter 1954.

After an uneventful ride of circa 60 miles with packed Carradices and clothed seasonally, we prepared a large meal to share.

Sleeping well and woken by the warden’s bell we ate a mountain of porridge, eggs and bacon. The previous evening we decided to go home via Bridlington, Scarborough, Pickering, Helmsley and Stokesley, quite a ride in winter.

The warden however gave me a pig of a job, sweeping down the polished wooden staircases, then, polishing them and the banisters!

On going to the bike shed I couldn’t see the lads. A day later it transpired they had hidden somewhere.

I thought perhaps they had set off, expecting me to catch up. We were all pretty fit, so I hared off what is now the A1079 to the B1246 and eventually Bridlington, about 42 miles. It started snowing and I saw some wheel prints, alas they ended at the next village. At “Brid” I ate my pack-up and had a drink from the bottle. Next stop Scarborough a further 20 miles away.

I had lunch there, fish and chips with a pot of tea. It was bitterly cold but the snow had stopped thankfully.

At Pickering circa 19 miles I did not stopped, nor at Helmsley (17 miles). Then it was over the hilly Bilsdale moor to Stokesley (22 miles) where I found a Café open and had a hot meal. Luckily my Ever Ready lamps were behaving. Getting home I was knackered and refusing my dinner had a bath and bed. About 130 miles solo in the middle of winter. On seeing John Paling in the drawing office the next morning I bollocked him and never rode with him again. He, a few years later was North East champion at 25,50,100 and 12 hour.

We, many years later met and had a friendly chat.

He had packed years previously and taken up squash. I had recently packed squash in after playing county squash for Shropshire and had re-taken up cycling, my first love, what come around go around.

Colin Pountney.

A Rough Ride in Marin Country (well the Marin Rough Ride South Wales/England)

One or two guys around me panting already, boy you are going to be in for a hard time, particularly if you’re doing the 76km version. A swarm of MTB riders are climbing the narrow road that will very shortly become a narrow track out of Kington close to the Wales border.

Each of us has attached to one wrist a “dibber” which has recorded our start time shortly after 10am.

This is a mountain bike sportive, we have taken the overnight free campsite option and you notice firstly that rather like road sportives the field is largely made up of males in there thirties or forties. However the difference here is that everyone carries a camelbak of some kind containing fluid, bananas, pack-a-macs, whatever, on a road sportive almost nobody carries anything except within the three pockets of a jersey.

The whole of this 76km route uses and crosses only the narrowest roads and for short stretches only. Almost the entirety is ridden on moor land tracks punctuated by 4x4 tracks and all signed for our benefit. I estimate that  between 100-200 way-marked posts have been bashed into the trail, this is some organisation given that I was once assigned to put up half a dozen “Caution Bike Event” signs for the Mark Bell Memorial. 

As you reach the higher points on the trails, and on quite a few climbs it’s push and walk only, you begin to realise that perhaps the UK is not all that crowded if you know where to go. At times you see distant mountains but can see neither habitation nor road.

The climbs are considerable over 2500 metres height gain which over this terrain is tough, the statistic however of 2500m height over 76000m distance is less than 1 in 30.

At about 1/3 distance the short and the long route split, the decision to do this long route on this very warm June day was made a good while ago. The perpetual question as to whether hard-tail or full suspension is best is quickly summed up as the three of us, all hardtail users overtake a pair of full-sus Santa Cruzes on a climb, wrong bike matey boy I think, but shortly after on a flatter bumpier section we are re-caught and both of them look very smooth and poised as there back wheels absorbs the many bumps whilst I am skittering and bouncing over the trail.

There is one main feed stop and a few subsidiary ones also, at the main stop the £1.00 bacon rolls are doing a roaring trade, the cake and flapjack all within the entry fee is devoured.

Matt is suffering a slow puncture, therefore we stop on a hill-side, a moment of comedy follows as I remove the wheel and just let go of it without considering the incline whilst searching for  tyre levers, a shout goes up “watch the wheel” as it starts to roll down rather like those cheese-rolling competitions and Matt chases after it before it gathers real pace.

It was my turn to have a good day today, no rough patches or crashes or punctures and we finish in 6 hours 47 minutes, it took far longer than we thought. The ride is not competitive but when you view the “results” on the website a few days later they are in alphabetical order, a quick “sort” on the excel spreadsheet reveals we came about one third up the field with the fastest in just over an incredible 4 hours and the slowest in well over 9 hours.

Now what’s that Santa-Cruz web address?

Robert White



 

Racing Results

 
Saturday 24th May

                                Phil Quincy chose one of the worst days of the year to ride in the Peterborough C.C. 25, held over the two-lap Sawtry course.   The wind was so strong it was blowing people off their bikes.  Phil battled round to record 1.21.40.  Even the winner, Sam Barker, Planet X, was reduced to a mediocre,(for him), 58.11.

 

Sunday 25th May

                          Cliff Tremaine rode to a creditable 8th place in the National Tricycle 50 mile Championship in Shropshire.  Held in wild wet and windy conditions, Cliff got his ‘barrow’ round in  2.49.05.  Winner, Dave Keene of Bristol S.C.C. defied the conditions with his 2.7.25.

 

Bradley Burbridge had a fine win in the Under 16 race at the High 5 Circuit Race Series at Mallory Park.

 

Thursday 29th May

                                Heavy rain put tonight’s Club 10 in doubt, but 14 competitors braved the weather as Bob Hill and Mark Booth timed, and Phil Quincy manned the turn. Club 10 mile Champion, Rob Barker, showed his class with a winning 23.32, with Adrian Tilley second in 25.52, and Liam Prior third in 27.13. Other times:- Steve Giles, 28.05. Robin Bellamy, 28.59. Mick Wood, 30.17. Bernard Smith, 31.23. Roz Giles, 31.28. Jacqui Ward, 34.10. John Tilley, 35.19.

 

Friday 30th May

                          Club Youth Riders, Bradley Burbridge and James Hyde score a 1 – 2  in the third round of the Friday Night M.T.B. Series at Rugby. Conditions were muddy, as Bradley notched up his second win of the series.  

 

Saturday 31st May

                                    Pat Houghton organised the N.& D.C.A. 20.8ml on the combined Club 10 and Circuit, ably assisted by Club members and family friends.

Conditions were warm, with just a light wind. Chris Storer of Ashfield C.C, won in 47.13.  Six Club members road, Bradley Burbridge led the way with a superb 52.59, which earned him top junior award.  Shaun Bailey did, 53.27, Mark Affuso, 54.12, Liam Prior, 55.40, Mick Wood, 1.2.28, and Bernard Smith, 1.4.43.

 

Sunday 1st June

                           Early starter, Mark Booth, posted a fine 1.0.48 in the Hitchin Nomads 25 at Tempsford.  Mark avoided the rain which fell for the later riders, including tricyclist Cliff Tremaine who logged a 1.11.11, beating Bernard Smith by 30secs.  Runaway winner was Michael Hutchinson, In Gear, with a superb 47.53.

 

Wednesday  4th June

                                    Adrian Tilley and Robin Bellamy were placed in the chasing bunch at equal 8th place in the N.C.R.A. Handicap Road Race at Middleton. Stuart Walters,30th, and Liam Prior, 31st, were only 25 secs down, and Steve Giles was 

 

 

38th, a further 34 secs back.  Winner was last years champion, Michael Cowland of Cycle Bargains.

 

Thursday 5th June

                              A cracking ride, and personal best of 24.20 by Bradley Burbridge left many red faces as clear winner of tonight’s Club 10 at Lamport.  Lighter winds brought out better times.  Mark Booth was second in 25.05, closely followed by Shaun Bailey, 25.07, and Adrian Tilley, a 39sec. improvement to 25.13. Roz Giles moved forward 32 secs to 30.56, and Jacqui Ward was a minute better in 33.13.  Other times:- Mark Affuso, 26.24. Mike O’Connor, 27.37. Josh Monger, 27.44. Bernard Smith, 31.04. John Tilley, 35.02. Martyn Butler, 35.26.

 

Sunday 8th June

                            Bradley Burbridge kept his good form going with a 1.3.00 ride in his first ever 25ml T.T. in the National Championships at Sawtry.  Bradley finished fourth in his age group, and 16th overall.

 

In the Finsbury Park C.C. 50 on the F1 course, Rob Barker finished in 13th place with a good ride of 1.57.01.  Winner was Ian Cammish, Planet X, in 1.45.40.

 

Thursday 12th June

                                With riders in the N.C.R.A. event, Bob Hill had a reduced field to contend with in the Club 10, on a breezy evening.  Mark Booth won in 25.28.  Second placed Mark Affuso was one of the few to improve on the night, 31secs, to 25.53.  Mike O’Connor moved up to third in 27.38.  Others were:- Chris Brennan, 27.42.  Bernard Smith, 30.52. Roz Giles, 32.47. Jacqui Ward, 33.55. John Tilley, 35.59.

 

The N.C.R.A. Road Race was marred by crashes towards the finish at Harrington. A disqualification gave first place to Martin Jones, Fenland Clarion.  K.C.C. riders narrowly avoided the spills; Robin Bellamy finished 18th, 12 secs down, Paul Ashdown  20th. Adrian Tilley, 21st. Stuart Walters 22nd, Liam Prior 27th, Steve Giles 28th.

 

Friday  13th June

                             Roz Giles took second Lady award in the 5th round of the Friday Night M.T.B. Series at Daventry.  Bradley Burbridge maintained his run of wins in the Youth section, backed up by Jamie Hyde in second spot.  Bradley, 248pts, and Jamie, 243pts, lead their section overall.

 

Saturday 14th June

                              The sudden appearance of traffic lights on the course just before the N.& D.C.A. 10 was due to start, meant a reduction to 5.1 miles, from Old to Harrington War Memorial. Tim Carter, North Bucks, won this short burst in 11.43. Eight K.C.C. members rode:- Shaun Bailey, 13.17. Mark Affuso, 13.19. Bradley Burbridge, 13.31. Liam Prior, 14.28. Mike O’Connor, 14.52. Bernard Smith, 15.56. Phil Quincy, 16.20. Evelyn Clawson, 17.38.

 

 

 

 

Thursday 19th June

                                The stiff wind made the return leg a struggle in tonight’s Cub 10, which was timed by George Bridge, aided by Mark Affuso.  On a night when most riders went back, Evelyn Clawson bucked the trend with a fine personal best of 32.29, a 1.37 improvement ….perhaps her new bike had something to do with it !  Winner was Mark Booth in 25.40, with Adrian Tilley second in 26.09, and Treasurer Liam Prior third in 27.19. Other times:- Mike O’Connor, 28.35. Josh Monger, 28.43. Bernard Smith, 31.39. Roz Giles, 32.20.     Phil Quincy, 32.51. John Tilley, 36.03. Martyn Butler 38.21  Eddie Clutton partnered Jamie Scott to a two-up ride of 24.41.

 

 

 

What’s On

 
July 2008  

 

Tues     1st       N.C.R.A. H’cap R.R.(5)   Southwick                                       19.00

Wed     2nd     K.C.C. G0-Ride Series. North Park Pavilion                            19.00

Thurs    3rd      K.C.C. 18.8ml C.T.T.  NC15x2  Old                                       19.00

Fri        4th      Friday Night M.T.B. Series   West Lodge, Desborough            19.00

Sat       5th      C.T.C. 205, 156, & 101klm Audax Rides.  Oundle                  08.00

Sun      6th      Oundle Velo 10ml T.T. n18/10  Broughton                               08.00

Tues      8th      N.C.R.A. H’cap R.R.(6)  Southwick                                        19.00

Wed     9th      K.C.C. Summer Walk  .  Orlingbury                                         19.00   

Thur     10th     K.C.C. 18.8ml C.T.T.  Nc15x2  Old                                        19.00

Sat       12th     Beds R.C.C. 10ml T.T. F1b  Tempsford                                   06.00

  “          “         R.F.Whs & G.H.S.  10ml C.T.T.  Middleton                            14.00

Sun      13th     K.C.C. Club Championship 25ml T.T. N7/25 Earls Barton       07.30

Wed     16th     K.C.C. Go-Ride Series. North Park Pavilion                            19.00

Thur     17th     K.C.C. Club 9.4ml C.T.T. NC15         Old                              19.00

Fri        18th     Friday Night M.T.B. Series.  Delapre Abbey                            19.00

Sat       19th     N.& D.C.A. 15ml T.T. N1/15  Stilton                          14.00

Thurs   24th      K.C.C. 9.4ml C.T.T. Nc15   Old                                             19.00

Sun      27th     K.C.C. Club Championship 50ml T.T. N7/25x2                       06.30

Thur     31st      K.C.C. Club 9.4ml C.T.T. Nc15  Old                                      19.00

 

August 2008

 

Fri        1st       Friday Night M.T.B. Series                                                       19.00

Sat       2nd     N.& D.C.A. 31ml C.T.T. NC3x2  Dunton                                14.00

Thur      7th      K.C.C. Club 9.4ml C.T.T. NC15  Old                         19.00

Sun      10th     K.C.C. Club 10ml T.T. N18/10  Broughton                              08.00

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K.C.C. 2nd Summer Walk

 

The second Summer Walk will take place on Wednesday  9th of July.   Meet at Orlingbury for a 19.00 start.  Park considerately on the South side of the village green.

Four mile walk around Lt. Harrowden and Hardwick.  Trainers suitable if dry.  A few stiles to negotiate.  Drinkies afterwards in the Queens Arms.

                                                                        Bernard 01536 500942

 

 

 

 

 

 

