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GET   IN   TOUCH

If you have anything you would like to be included in the magazine or have ideas and suggestions for articles, you can contact me in the following ways.


You can write…

Robert White





48 Kentstone Close






Kingsthorpe






Northampton






NN2 8UH


You can telephone… 01604 846125


You can E. Mail…
robert@whitepack.me.uk
Deadline for next month’s magazine

26.09.08

Editors Notes

The world is probably just recovering from the shock and awe of team GB’s Olympic performances. Without being completely biased we can safely say the best team was the cyclists. They won seven of the ten gold medals on the track.

In total cyclists won eight gold, four silver and two bronze medals, it was a phenomenal effort but not all that surprising given the nine gold medals at the recent world track championships.

The BBC coverage was excellent (as it was at the worlds) and gave great praise to our medal winners. They have in the past often given cycling the cold shoulder with scant coverage.

What does this mean to cycling as a mainstream competitive or armchair sport?

I am afraid that in the past success has often been quickly forgotten.

How many of the general public remember Jason Queally and many people remember Chris Boardman for that bike.

The test will be the Sports Personality of the Year in December. First the team prize, surely the Track team must win this, if they don’t what more could they possibly have done. Unfortunately it might go to Manchester United who won the Champions League and the Premiership, furnished mainly with foreign players. 

With the individual prize, bizarrely we are spoilt for choice with cyclists, Wiggins, Hoy, Romero, Cooke, Pendleton. 

No British footballer can hold a candle to any these at the moment and for the second year running the top five nominations won’t include a footballer. 

Although Shaneze Reade crashed out at the BMX track, she displayed a very uncharacteristic British attitude in that she went hell for leather to win gold, as silver wasn’t going to be enough.

It surely has to be won by an Olympian and I think Rebecca Adlington is in with more than a shout with two swimming golds. But with three gold medals Chris Hoy may well be the first cyclist to win since Tom Simpson. After missing the sports personality of the year for two years running, I may just sit down and watch it.

Robert White

TROPHY WINNERS

Please let me have them back by the lastest at the AGM Sun 21st September.
    Dot Houghton 
    49 Addington Rd,
    Irthlingborough
    NN95ST.
After Time Trial Season Club Meal

As per last year, we are having an end of the club TT season meal at 'The White Horse' at Old?
The date will be Thurs 4th September, after the race.

'The White Horse' can offer a
2 course meal for £5.50, or 3 course for £7.50, plus an additional £1.50 for tea/coffee.

The menu is:

Starters
Soup of the Day (v)
Breaded Mushrooms (v)

Main
Beef Lasagne
Ham, Eggs & Chips
Breaded Scampi
Breaded Plaice
Broccoli & Stilton Pasta Bake (v)
Cheese Salad (v)
Cajun Chicken Pasta
Roast of the Day

Desserts
Chocolate Fudge Cake
Cheesecake of the Day
Gateau of the Day
Treacle Sponge Pudding
Mixed Ice Cream

If you are interested, simply place your order on the Forum. That should keep it simple.

N.B. The pub is under new management, which is probably a good thing after the mess they did with the order last year.

This is not the club annual dinner and prize presentation.

Thanks
Robin Bellamy
Tel. 01536 514024 (Mob. 07752 084 399)

 


 

Racing Results

 
Friday 18th July

K.C.C. Juniors had a field day in the Friday Night M.T.B. event at Delapre Park. In the Youth Race, Bradley Burbridge was first, James Hyde second, and Josh Monger fourth.  Bradley and James are guaranteed 1st and 2nd in the overall table. Magazine Editor, Robert White rode in the Vets event, and was placed 9th.

 

Saturday 19th   July

A tough head wind to the turn on the recognised fast E2/25 course starting near Newmarket failed to slow Rob Barker as he sped to a 57.00 time. Winner was the unstoppable Michael Hutchinson,(In Gear), in 49.27.

 

Mark Booth and Paul Ashdown were both in action in the North Notts Olympic 25 at Carlton on Trent.  The windy conditions meant times were below best.  Mark recorded 1.0.08, and Paul, 1.3.05.       Matt Bottrill, De Rosa, won in 50.09.

 

Sunday 27th July          

At last a good morning for time-trialling !  Rob Barker got the best out of the conditions by winning the Club 50 mile Championship, setting a new Club Record and Course Record with a storming 1.54.32. ride.  Second placed Mark Affuso also made a dramatic 8 minute improvement to his P.B. with 2.1.31.  Bernard Smith was a distant third in 2.24.09.  Despite flagging over the last few miles, Mick Wood sliced four and a half minutes off his best with a battling 2.25.03.

 

Wednesday 30th July

Tonight’s Go-Ride session consisted of an all-age 20 minute Off-Road Race, and a one lap Time Trial. In the 20 minute event, Bradley Burbridge completed 15 laps, James Hyde, 14 laps, Robin Bellamy 13 laps, and the Editors two boys, Dominic and Alex White rode well to notch up 11 and 9 laps respectively. One lap T.T. times:- Bradley, 1.10. James, 1.14. Robin, 1.29.  Dominic, 1.39.  Alex, 2.20.

 

Thursday 31st July

Traffic lights in Old meant a shortened Circuit, making it 9.2 miles for tonight’s round of Club T.T’s.  It was a muggy night, as Bob Hill and Phil Quincy officiated.  Rob Swannack, 45RC, manned the junction, and Dot Houghton made a welcome cuppa.

Times:-    Bradley Burbridge, 21.55.  Mark Affuso, 2207.  Mark Booth, 22.29.  Adrian Tilley, 22.47.  Mike O’Connor, 24.41.  Tom Bailey, 26.28.  Mick Wood, 27.02.  Roz Giles, 27.24.  Bernard Smith, 27.48.  John Tilley, 30.27.  Jacqui Ward, 30.49.

 

Friday 1st August

Bradley Burbridge and James Hyde continued their domination of the Youth Races in the Friday Night M.T.B. Series at Fermyn Woods, with another one-two, to seal their top positions in the final table.

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 2nd Aug

Mike O’Connor clipped two seconds of his best 10 mile time, with a 26.01 ride in the Rugby R.C.C. event at Princethorpe.  Richard Bradley,(Shorter), was the winner in 20.17.

 

Saturday 2nd August

Two intrepid Club members rode in the N.& D.C.A. 31 mile C.T.T. over two laps of the testing Duncote-Weedon- Litchborough circuit.  Tom Bailey recorded 1.43.47, and Mick Woods, 1.45.17.  Winner was Sam Hayes of Beds R.C.C. in 1.18.27.

 

Thursday 7th August

Large turn out of 22 riders for tonight’s  9.4ml C.T.T. at Old. Some improvements were recorded by timekeepers George Bridge and Bob Hill, assisted by Paul Ashdown.  Mark Affuso won with a season’s best of 23.12, and there were personal bests from Steve Giles, 25.29, Roz Giles, 28.20, and Evelyn Clawson, 29.51. Tom Bailey did a seasons best of 27.56.  Other times:-  Adrian Tilley, 24.06. Liam Prior, 25.18. Josh Monger, 25.48. Mike O’Connor, 26.02. Chris Brennan, 26.10. Martin Bailey, 26.48. Mick Wood, 28.04. Bernard Smith, 28.57. John Tilley, 32.32.

 

Saturday 9th August

Terrible conditions for the 10 mile T.T. on the Six Hills course on the A46, with the event in doubt until the rain eased a little.  It was a case of trying to pedal fast enough on the way out, and trying to keep the pedals turning on the way back.  Martin Bailey fared best of the three K.C.C. riders, with a 28.59, followed by Dad, Tom, in 30.21, and Bernard Smith, 30.46. Matt Cottrell, De Rosa, defied the conditions, well clear in 21.48.

 

Sunday 10th August

Yet another windy morning on the Northampton Road for the Club 10 mile T.T.

Rob Barker revved his fixed wheel round the course for a speedy 23.10.  Evelyn Clawson sliced 2.30 from her P.B. to record a 20 m.p.h. ride of 29.59. Other times recorded by Bob Hill were:- Bernard Smith, 29.20.  Mick Wood, 29.33.  George Bridge, 33.21.

 

Thursday 14th August

It was a ‘try all the way’ sort of evening for the Club 9.4ml C.T.T.  Junior Jamie Hyde

rode his first time trial on a borrowed bike and recorded a fine debut time of 26.58. and Evelyn Clawson continues to improve, removing 21secs from her best with a 29.30.  Rob Barker was the winner in 22.18, with Bradley Burbridge second, 22.54, and Mark Affuso, with a seasons best of 23.10, third.  Others:- Mark Booth, 23.38. Adrian Tilley, 24.39. Liam Prior, 25.28. Robin Bellamy, 26.09. Tom Bailey,  28.05. Roz Giles, 28.54. Bernard Smith, 29.44. Richard Draycott, 30.21.   John Tilley, 33.08.

Bob Hill timed and pushed off, Jacqui Ward marshalled, and Dot Houghton made the tea.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 15th August

Bradley Burbridge notched up his eighth win in the Friday Night M.T.B. Series, Youth Races, in the final event at Cosford Lane, Rugby

 

Saturday 16th August

The Shaftesbury C.C. Middlemarkers,(58.00), 25 on the E2/25, was held in breezy conditions, but yielded some good times.  Mark Booth lowered his best by 48 secs, to a 58.49. Paul Ashdown, still not fully recovered from his illness, did a seasons best of 1.1.13, as did Bernard Smith , 1.7.04.  James Whatling,P.C.A. made a mockery of the 58min. limit, improving 6.06, to a winning 51.56.

 

The 10.3 mile C.T.T. of the N.& D.C.A. was held at Botolph Claydon, and was extended from 10ml to take in the steep hill before the finish.  Bradley Burbridge did a fine ride to win top Juvenile prize, and be placed 12th overall.  Liam Prior did a 28.51, and Mick Wood, 29.54.  Winner was Jason Gurney of the promoting Club, Milton Keynes, in 22.18.

 

Sunday 17th August

The torrential rain stopped in time for the Beds. R.C.C. 25 to go ahead on the F1B course, but the rising wind meant a grovel out to the turn. Tom Bailey did 1.10.22. and Bernard Smith 1.12.07.  Michael Hutchinson,(In Gear), was under 50 mins. yet again with 49.42.

 

Sunday 17th August

Rob Barker added the Hill Climb Championship to his tally of trophies by winning the dual climbs to Neville Holt from Drayton and Medborne. Former Champion, Robin Bellamy was second, and junior, Bradley Burbridge, third. Jacqui and Liam officiated. Times:-

                                                Drayton            Medborne        Combined

Rob Barker                              2.21                 2.31                 4.52

Robin Bellamy              2.28                 2.42                 5.10

Bradley Burbridge                    2.34                 2.53                 5.27

 

Thursday 21st August

Heavy rain fell at the start of the Club 9.4ml C.T.T. making the corners and descents a bit dodgy.  The rain eased, but the roads remained awash.  Junior star, Bradley Burbridge won by a minute, in 23.30. from second placed Adrian Tilley, 24.33.  Consistent Mike O’Connor was third in 26.01.  Josh Monger was fourth in 26.13.  Only improver on the night was James Hyde, taking 10 seconds off his previous weeks time with 26.48.  Evelyn Clawson was the best of three lady riders, with 29.48.  Roz Giles got in a tangle at the ‘T’ junction on her way to 30.22  and Jacqui Ward clocked 32.40.  Other times:- Chris Brennan, 26.21. Mick Wood, 28.45. John Tilley, 33.02.  Tom Bailey suffered a puncture just before Old, walked to H.Q.  Bernard Smith did the timing, Paul Ashdown   pushed off, and Evelyn made the tea and cake.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northampton and District Cycling Association

 
Birthday Lunch    Sunday 21st September 2008 

 
The Association Birthday Lunch will be held at the Irthlingborough Day Centre, College Street, Irthlingborough, on Sunday 21st September.  12.30 for 13.00.

 

The meal will consist of:-

                                                Vegetable Soup and Roll

                                                Cottage Pie

                                                New Potatoes, Minted Peas and Salad

                                                Fresh fruit Salad with Cream

                                                Coffee or Tea

                                                Red and White Wine, Fruit Juice

Vegetarian alternative main course is Vegetable Lasagne

 

All inclusive cost is £10. Orders to:- John Partridge,

                                                           45, Gotch Road,

                                                            Barton Seagrave.

                                                            NN15 6UF

Or phone:- 01536 722681. or E-mail:- jpartridge@freenet.co.uk.

 

Last date for bookings:- Wednesday 17th September 2008

 

 

David Cameron

 
Re:- Editors notes on David Cameron having his bicycle stolen………..

Anyone who locks his bicycle to a three foot high post has just the qualities to run this country

 

 

 

Kettering Cycling Club Tourist Trial Championship

 
Sunday 28th September 2008   9.30a.m. Start from Sainsbury’s

 
Your chance to win a Club Championship without going eyeballs out. All you need is a bicycle, a pencil, 50p, and an odd brain-cell.  Minimum of map reading from map provided.  Some observation clues and general knowledge questions en route. A nice easy going sociable mornings cycling, and back in time for lunch.  If you haven’t ridden a Tourist Trial before, then give it a try.  Any questions to:-

                                                                        Bernard Smith  01536 500942

 

 

 

Its Friday, its fifteen minutes past seven and its…..FNSS
Not crackerjack no.

It’s the mid 1990s and at Airfield farm, just two miles north of Market Harborough I hand over a crisp twenty-pound note.

The long-term girlfriend of the organiser derides me although in jest as to how flash I am paying the £6.00 entry fee with the aforementioned denomination for a “fish and chip” mountain bike event. It just so happens that it was a mere hour or two after visiting the cash machine. There were perhaps thirty riders at the event and the star in those days was Dean Barnett.

On eleven occasions this summer, at ten venues there has been a mountain bike race near you.

The series is now in its eighteenth year and goes from strength to strength. This year it comprised of ten counting races and one final non-counting handicap race.

Fifty points are awarded to the first over the line in each category, forty-nine points for second place and so on. Seniors, Veterans, Grand Veterans, Woman, Juniors and Youths. Your best six results are counted.

This year and last year the race has fielded over one hundred starters, necessitating two starts with Seniors starting two minutes ahead of everybody else, it’s still a little bid mad at the start with fifty or more all heading for that first corner but you need to be a little bit careful, unlike me (I broke my little finger in the first race trying to overtake in a gap that wasn’t there). Having two starts is good for the seniors, not so good for the faster veterans who then have to overtake the slower seniors. Overtaking in a mountain bike race, particularly at the start can be a frustrating business, either side of the trail is either muddy or punctuated with trees and saplings, it was a sapling that did for me on this occasion. I am not blind to the fact that I might have held up the odd Steve peat wannabee in the past.

Such is the success this year that riders have been coming down from as far Nottingham for an evening race that lasts about one hour. 

How has this series become so successful? 

The praise goes to three people in particular. Neil Holman who runs George Halls cycles in Market Harborough, he organises many of the races and has given up his own racing to do a multitude of jobs including number calling, course marking and sounding the start horn.

Ian Mansfield who wrote a Microsoft spreadsheet programme with timing, this means as you finish a lap, the marshal calls out your race number; which then is typed into a lap-top computer, you are then given lap times as well as finishing times. After races he often works into the small hours to post the results onto the web. I can remember finishing mountain bike races years ago and not knowing where I finished until weeks later.

The third person is Jack Peterson who mans the NumPlumz website where the results are posted.

Unfortunately two of the best venues of previous years have been omitted, Irchester country park (protests from dog walkers) and Rowney Warren (Chicksands) near Ampthill Bedfordshire (I don’t think Beds Road MTB section is what it used to be).

If like me you cannot sprint and road racing is a closed book or you cannot shave a single second off your 25 time trial personal best, then give the Friday Night Summer Series a go, starting next May. Just be careful on that first corner!

Robert White



 
What’s On
 
September 2008  

 
Wed     3rd      Rugby V.C. Floodlit Cyclo-Cross. St. Andrews                        19.00

Thur      4th      K.C.C. Final 9.4ml C.T.T.  Nc15  Old                         18.30

 “           “         End of season meal after above. White Horse, Old.

Sat       6th      K.C.C. Open 10ml T.T. N3/10c  Broughton                             14.00

Sun      7th      Fenland Clarion C.C. 25ml T.T. N1/25  Sawtry                        10.00

  “           “         Peterborough C.C. R.R’s. 105 & 89klm  Sawtry                      10.20

Wed     10th     Rugby V.C. Floodlit Cyclo-Cross.  St. Andrews                       19.00

Sat       13th     N.& D.C.A. 25ml T.T.  N1/25  Sawtry                                    14.00

Sun      14th     Icknield R.C. Charity 10ml T.T. F1b  Tempsford                      07.30

Wed     17th     Rugby V.C. Floodlit Cyclo-Cross.  St. Andrews                       19.00

Sun      21st      N.& D.C.A. Birthday Lunch.  Irthlingborough               12.30

 “           “         K.C.C. Annual General Mtg. Bishop Stopford              18.00

Sun      28th     K.C.C. Tourist Trial Championship. Sainsburys             09.30

 

October 2008 

 
Sat 11th           Rudy Project T.T. Series(8) Middleton                         13.00

 

 

 

