Go-Ride – Season Review
2008 has been an incredible year for Kettering CC’s Go-Ride scheme. Not only have we managed to employ a part-time coach, but we have also appeared on ITV1 and BBC Radio Northampton.

Evelyn, Bernard and myself attended numerous meetings with Kettering Borough Council, Northamptonshire Sport and British Cycling. Plus, I had to fill out vast amounts of paperwork. Once all that was complete, the position was advertised, and re-advertised before three candidates applied for the position. The outcome of this is that, Phil Wilkinson was the successful candidate, and he will be going into schools within the borough to promote cycling and introduce the kids to the Go-Ride programme. Who knows, we might find the next Bradley Wiggins, Nicole Cooke, Chris Hoy.

Our summer series was recorded for ITV1, which was better than the “Tour de France’ which was only on ITV4. Plus we had a very impromptu radio broadcast with Radio Northampton’s weekly Sport’s Hour report. I set up a challenging little course, and the three presenters tried their luck on it, with hilarious results. 

If that wasn’t enough, British Cycling came to Wicksteed Park, as part of a national Olympic handover presentation. Two coaches from ‘BC” plus Phil and myself, introduced well in excess of one hundred youngsters to cycling skills. Our next club session saw many of the kids come back, to try more fun and games. Plus we handed out Beijing Olympic Special T-Shirts. See our website homepage for the picture.

Plus in-between this, we had an inter-club challenge with Welland Valley Wheelers. Unfortunately we narrowly lost 2-1, taken from the three age categories. However we saw a very high level of strength and stamina from many of the riders.

I would just like to thank Bernard, Evelyn, and Liam for all their help this year. Plus, a big thank you to Brad, James and Josh for setting out the courses for our big mountain bike endurance races.

Lets hope that 2009 proves to be an even bigger stepping-stone. We could do with more help, nothing major, just picking up cones, making squash. Plus, why not introduce any kids you know in the area, to all the fun and games, thrills and spills of bike racing.

