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GET   IN   TOUCH

If you have anything you would like to be included in the magazine or have ideas and suggestions for articles, you can contact me in the following ways.


You can write…

Robert White





48 Kentstone Close






Kingsthorpe






Northampton






NN2 8UH


You can telephone… 01604 846125


You can E. Mail…
robert@whitepack.me.uk
Deadline for next month’s magazine

26.04.10

New Members

KCC would like to wish a warm welcome to the following new members:-

John Hardwick

Phil England

David Robinson

Clive Hewson

Editors  Notes:
A History of Cycling in 100 Objects.

If you occasionally make the quantum leap to Radio 4 recently then you might have heard some of the excellent History of the World in 100 Objects programmes.

Each programmes lasts for fifteen minutes, and we have had thirty so far which include the first hand axes dating from Africa 1.8 million years ago, the first ever stone writing tablets, models of chariots through to Statues from ancient Egypt.

Seventy programmes remain which will be the run up to modern day objects we are very familiar with.

But woe betides the otherwise excellent Neil Macgregor if the bicycle is not included.

This made me think about a History of Cycling in 100 objects. I won’t pretend to be able to list 100 but if you are knowledgeable enough, what would they include?

My knowledge of the early bicycle is far too limited to write about those objects of a hundred plus years ago, but I will offer five objects for now in no chronological order or order of importance. And I invite you the reader to add your own and send them in. 

Here’s my five for starters:

Cini-film footage from Stage 13, Tour de France 13th July 1967, Tom Simpson on Mont Ventoux. 


You should know the history by now, Desperate to win his first Tour, Tom had suffered with dehydration a few days previous, he had taken Amphetamines that very morning, his team mates had raided a cafe which included brandy (thought of as a pick me up in those days) and France was undergoing it’s hottest summer in many years. Tom had proved previously that he was capable of riding himself to utter exhaustion, but the cocktail of illness, drugs, heat and sheer ambition proved tragic. If the film footage of him veering about on the slopes moments before he collapsed,  combined with the music that accompanies it doesn’t make the hair on the back of your neck  stand-up then you have no soul.
Look Pedals 1985  


Bernard Hinault used both the white and black first versions of the pedal made by the ski-binder company Look in that years Giro d’ Italia, which he won. He also won the Tour that year, despite suffering a horrific crash at St Etienne close to the finish line. He started the next day despite breathing problems and two black eyes. I thought at the time that the crash was probably made worse by the new type of pedal, but in his biography memories of the peloton Hinault stated that the crash would have been worse had he been fastened in with toe straps. 

The days of shimmering toe clips in the summer sun from an approaching peloton were numbered.
Stronglight 49D cotterless chainset circa 1936   


Cotterless is the key word here. I have never had to fit or repair cotterpins  to a chainset, nor ever wish to. No cyclist I know mourns their loss and despite the cost, embraced the first cotterless chainsets by the French company

Tri-bars used by Greg  Lemond 1989 Tour de France  


The greatest Tour de France of the modern era (although Roche 1987 came pretty close). The yellow jersey has changed several times between Greg Lemond and Laurent Fignon of France. It is the final stage, a fifteen mile time trial finishing on the Champs-Elysees. 

Fignon is in yellow and starts behind Lemond, the American however is using the recently allowed tri-bars whilst Fignon is using the then conventional up-turned sawn down bars. Lemond performs a sensational ride to win the stage and the Tour by eight seconds, from then on tri-bars are ubiquitous. 

Disc Wheel, used by Francesco Moser, World hour record 1984  


The record held by Eddie Merckx at 49.431 km dating from 1972 at high altitude in Mexico is one of the most respected in all sports. Francesco  Moser whose career it must be said was on the wane by 1983. He assembles a team of bike builders, doctors and mechanics. The biggest innovation are not one but two disc wheels front and back which slice through the thin Mexican air. He smashes the world hour record twice and increases it to 51.151 km. From then on, anybody who is anybody uses a disc wheel  for  time trials.
Robert White

Memberships fees for 2010 became due on 1st January 2010. LAST REMINDER
 

IF I HAVE NOT RECEIVED FEES FOR 2010 BY THE END OF APRIL, I WILL ASSUME THAT YOU DO NOT WISH TO BE A MEMBER. 

YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO RACE IN ANY CLUB OR OPEN TIME TRIALS / ROAD RACES.

APRILS MAGAZINE WILL BE YOUR LAST.
 

 Seniors - Over 18 on 1st Jan - £15

Junior - Under 18 on 1st Jan - £6

Family – Up to 2 Seniors & 2 juniors at the same address - £20

 

You do not need to send in another membership form unless your contact or address details have changed.

Please forward your remittance to the following address (cheques payable to Kettering Cycling Club)

 

Adrian Tilley

2 Kenilworth Drive

Kettering

Northamptonshire

NN15 5NN



The following article was submitted by John Aveling, son of our past President, Jim Aveling.  Reproduced from an article in the Daily Telegraph.

Albert Beurick

Belgian café owner whose friendship and support was crucial to Tom Simpson and many other British cyclists.
Albert Beurick, who died on December 12th, aged 72, was a Belgian café owner who befriended British cyclists and was a particular help and support to Tommy Simpson.

Beurick features prominently in many of Simpson’s post race pictures, notably in the pouring rain of San Sebastian in 1965 as he shepherds his friend away from the finish after a famous World Championship triumph.  Television microphones picked up Beurick bellowing repeatedly: “Champion du Monde, Champion du Monde”, as if not quite believing it himself.

A man of ample proportions whose expanding girth bore witness to the Belgian sports fan’s staple diet of beer and chips.  Beurick was initially as much a wrestling fan as a cycling aficionado.  But one convivial evening in Paris in 1958 he fell in with the Great Britain amateur pursuit squad, which included a youthful Simpson, and struck up an immediate friendship.

From the moment Simpson turned professional and moved to Ghent, Beurick happily became the young Briton’s friend, confidante, facilitator, chief bottle washer, driver and business partner.

Though always first to lead the celebrations after a Simpson win, Beurick also proved a stalwart supporter during the tough times, when injury or illness interrupted Simpson’s rise to the top.  Generations of British cyclists chancing their arms in Belgium benefited from his support, from Graham Webb, whom he helped to a World Amateur Road Race title, to enthusiastic clubmen who just wanted to live the dream, for a season or two.  Webb, and others, now firmly believe he should be inducted into the British Cycling Hall of Fame.  “Without Albert, Britain would never have had a single World Road Race Champion”, said Webb.

Albert Beurick was born in Ghent on November 18th 1937, an almost exact contempory of the man who was to become his hero – Tom Simpson- who was born twelve days later in County Durham.

The hub of Beurick’s operation was his Café Den Engel-The Angel-in Ghent, which effectively became the G.B. headquarters in Belgium.  Part Clubhouse, part Hostel, it had a long school-like dining table where 20 or more ravenous cyclists would be fed after a punishing training ride.  A rudimentary dormitory upstairs offered Spartan but much appreciated accommodation.  The Beurick family abbatoir was situated behind the café, and many rueful cyclists commented that the horse they saw being led into the knacker’s yard as they sipped their morning coffee would be served on their plates at dinner that evening.

It was from Den Engel that Beurick and his wife Arlette ran the Tom Simpson Supporters Club, which numbered some 500 local Belgians who happily joined up in return for newsletters and “T” shirts and the occasional social evening with the great man himself.

Beurick and Simpson later became business partners in a “Velotel”, five miles outside Ghent, which again provided basic but affordable accommodation for cyclists trying to make their way in the sport.  They also pioneered two week “camps” during which Simpson would organise training, provide advice on nutrition and mentor young hopefuls in local races.  Such camps are now standard in the sport.

Beurick always spoke fondly of his friend,”When Tom came to Belgium, he was just a normal working class boy.  But he was a gentleman.  After his death everybody was very sad.  My Mum, for example, said he was like one of her sons.  He was one of us, he was from Ghent.

Despite what would appear conclusive evidence that illegal amphetamine tablets contributed to Simpson’s collapse and death on Mont Ventoux on July 13th 1967, Beurick always insisted that drugs did not kill his hero.

“ His death, I think, was an accident.  No matter what they say.  Maybe- it was Friday 13th- he was just unlucky.  It could have happened to anybody – Anquetil, Poulidor, Merckx.”

Beurick’s funeral was attended by a large crowd, with mourners including Tommy Simpson’s daughter Jane, and Graham Webb.  His choice of music confirmed his love- to the last- of all things British:  The Green Green Grass of Home, by Tom Jones, Imagine, by John Lennon, and Monty Python’s, Always Look on the Bright Side of Life.

                                                *********************

From the magazine Standard Times, of the Midlands V.T.T.A. Group comes this poem:-

The Computer Swallowed Grandma

                        The computer swallowed Grandma’
                                    Yes, honestly it’s true!

                        She pressed ‘Control’ and ‘Enter’

                                    And disappeared from view.

                        It devoured  her completely,

                                    The thought just makes me squirm.

                        She must have caught a virus,

                                    Or been eaten by a worm.

                        I’ve searched through the recycle bin

                                    And files of every kind;

                        I’ve even used the internet,

                                    But nothing did I find.

                        In desperation, I asked Jeeves

                                    My searches to refine.

                        The reply from him was negative,

                                    Not a thing was found ‘online’.

                        So if inside your ‘Inbox’

                                    My Grandma you should see,

                        Please ‘Copy’ ‘Scan’ and ‘Paste’ her

                                    And send her back to me.

The ET wants your cycling routes
Due to cycling’s ever increasing profile, the Evening Telegraph are planning on running a series of articles on routes within the county and beyond. So, it would be a great help if any of our riders wanted to put pen to paper (or even email) their favourite route. You don’t need to be a budding journalist, as I’m sure the ET can polish your article (plus proofread). There isn’t a limit to the amount of words, so why not give it a go.

Racing Results

Saturday 6th March
The local Road Race scene got underway with the first round of the N.C.R.A. Handicap R.R. Series on the Valley circuit at Middleton. 60 riders contested the 30mile event. A 20 strong group contested the final sprint, with honours going to scratch group rider Raphael Deinhart of the Cycling Premier team.  The scratch group reeled in the remaining longmarkers on the final lap.  Andy Fairley had a good ride, finishing in equal 9th place. Stu Walters fished in 23rd spot.

Sunday 7th March

The K.C.C. Hilly 20, the Brian Charouneau Memorial event attracted a few more entries this year, and a bright but very cold morning greeted the riders.  The Islip-Stanion-Warkton course was plagued with pot-holes.  Rob Barker retained the Brian Charouneau Trophy with a fine 4th placed ride of 49.18, and Evelyn Clawson took the Ladies award with her 1.6.11. Four other Club members rode:-  Darren Botterill, 55.32. Mark Affuso, 59.17.  and Tom Bailey and Mick Wood, who couldn’t be separated on 1.5.49 each.  Matt Sinclair, Leicester R.C. won the event in 46.31, beating Geoff Platts, I-Ride, by 11 seconds.

Saturday 13th March

The second event of the N.C.R.A. Spring H’cap R.R. Series, was ably organised by John Tilley and members of the K.C.C. on the Old circuit.  This week the scratch group failed to make contact, still two minutes down at the finish. Nine riders remained ahead of the chasers, with Tom Sexton, Welland Valley, riding a powerful race to take the honours. Stuart Walters rode another good race, just loosing contact at the end, but claiming 8th place.  Just behind with the chasers, and finishing in 21st spot was Andy Fairley.

Sunday 14th March

The first Club Time Trial of the season attracted 18 riders for the 10 mile on the Weekley- Stanion course.  The sun shone but there was a bitterly cold N.E. wind.

Rob Barker used his fixed wheel to good effect, his 23.51 was only 8 seconds away from his own course record.  Second place went to Darren Botterill, 26.41, with Robin Bellamy third in 26.46.  New members Dave Robinson,29.50. and Phil England, 30.41. both had good debut rides.  Other times recorded by Bernard Smith were:- Shaun Bailey, 26.50. Adrian Tilley, 27.25. Michael Rogers, 27.38. Josh Monger, 27.44. Eddie Clutton, 28.21. Chris Brennan, 29.14. Mick Wood, 31.41. Evelyn Clawson, 31.46. Andy Laing, 31.51. Tom Bailey, 31.54. Robert Draycott, 37.08.

George Bridge pushed off, and Mick Gale marshalled.

Mark Booth opened his season with a 1.4.06 time in the Bourne Wheelers 22.5ml event at Essendine.  Winner, from the Zenith C.C. was James Perkins, in 52.52.

Saturday 20th March

In the third round of the N.C.R.A. H’cap R.R. Series at Great Gidding, held in the wind and rain, made it a severe test.  The race came together on the final lap, with first round winner Raphael Deinhart, Cycling Premier, taking the sprint.  Andy Fairley in 20th spot was just 51secs. down, with Stu Walters in 24th place.

Mark Affuso rode in the A5 Rangers 15.4 mile C.T.T. on the testing Duncote circuit, and in wet and windy conditions clocked 49.09. Winner was Jonathon Shubert, Verulam C.C. won in 38.17.

Sunday 21st March

On form Darren Botterill notched up a personal best in the A5 Rangers 10ml T.T. on the Silverstone by-pass course.  Darren’s time was 24.51.  Good ride too from Robert Barker, with his 22.50.  Event winner was Matt Sinclair, Leicester R.C. in 20.57.

                        ****************************************

What’s On

April 2010 

Thurs    1st       K.C.C. Club 11.7ml C.T.T.  Grafton Underwood                 18.30   
Sat       3rd       N.C.R.A. H’cap R.R.(5)  48klm   Southwick                         14.00

Thurs    8th       K.C.C. Club 11.7ml C.T.T.  Grafton Underwood                 18.30

Sat       10th      N.C.R.A. H’cap R.R. (6)  48klm  Chelveston                        18.30

Thur     15th      K.C.C. Club 11.7ml C.T.T.  Grafton Underwood                 18.30

Sat       17th      N.& D.C.A. 10ml T.T. F5V/10  Astwood                              14.00

Sun      18th      K.C.C. Club 10ml T.T. N18/10  Broughton                           08.00

Thur     22nd      K.C.C. Club 11.7ml C.T.T.  Grafton Underwood                 18.30

Sat       24th      St. Ives C.C. 10ml T.T. N1/10 Sawtry                                   14.00

Sat       24th      Welland V.C.C. 10ml T.T.  A10/30                                        15.00 

Thur     29th      K.C.C. Club 11.7ml C.T.T.  Grafton Underwood                 18.30

May 2010 

Sat       1st       N.& D.C.A. 20ml C.T.T. NC14  Middleton                          14.00
Sun      2nd       Icknield R.C. 25ml T.T.  F1B   Tempsford                            07.00

Thur      6th       K.C.C. Club 10ml T.T.  N3/10  Lamport                                19.00

Fri        7th       Friday Night M.T.B. Series (1)  Borough Hill                        19.00

Sun      9th       K.C.C. Mark Bell Mem. 18.4ml C.T.T.  NC15  Old              09.00

                                    *****************************

